antibodies tested, production of these autoantibodies appears to be related.
rheumatoid arthritis. Positive results were found in 84% (IgA rheumatoid factor), 76% (IgM rheumatoid factor), 62% (Ro), and 50% (La) of patients with the sicca syndrome. There was no significant difference in the frequency of positive results in patients with glandular versus extraglandular disease. Antibodies to La invariably occurred in patients with antibodies to Ro. In addition, patients who were anti-Ro positive also had significantly higher IgA (p<005) and IgM (p<O. 01) rheumatoid factor activity. Since 81 % of the sicca patients were concordant for 3 of the 4 antibodies tested, production of these autoantibodies appears to be related. A Rheumatoid factor radioimmunoassay. IgA and IgM rheumatoid factor activity were measured by a solid-phase radioimmunoassay as described previously. 5 The assay was modified in that human rather than rabbit IgG was used as antigen, incubations were performed at room temperature, and affinity-purified '25W-labelled F(ab )2 anti-,u or anti-a were used to detect IgM and 1gA rheumatoid factors respectively. The results were expresed as percentage F(ab')2 anti-,u or anti-a bound. Binding greater than 2 standard deviations above the mean obtained in 20 normal controls was considered positive.
Assay for Ro and La. These antigens were prepared from human spleen and rabbit thymus extract (Pel-Freeze, Arkansas, USA) according to published methods.6 7 
